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A research infrastructure, its stakeholders and their perceptions
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• Approach contributes to improved governance, management and 
evaluation of societal impact of RIs

• Assumptions: 
• RIs can potentially contribute to many different societal impacts; 

however it is not in itself clear to which impacts
• Societal impact is a complex process; it is not straightforward

ACCELERATE approach
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• Take the context into account, in which an RI operates
• What organizations / stakeholders? 
• What perceptions or expectations? 
• What formal requirements?
• What ambitions?

ACCELERATE approach
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• In general, impact is a major effect, or a change, that is preceded by a 
complex and iterative process.
• What is meant by impact?
• What is expected of an RI regarding an impact? 
• (in case of evaluation): is the focus on the process or on the impact?

ACCELERATE approach - II
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• Impact pathways describe the bigger story/narrative of the process 
towards impact
• What is the overarching impact narrative? 
• The contribution of the RI includes the input the RI makes available, 

its activities, the results of these activities and the further use of the 
results towards the impact.

• What is the sphere of control (of influence, of interest)?
• What assumptions are included in the narrative?

ACCELERATE approach - III
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• Evidence (indicators) substantiates an impact pathway
• What indicators provide evidence? 
• What evidence do these indicators provide? 
• “Indicators” include case studies (of something specific), descriptions

ACCELERATE approach - IV
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