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1. Rationale and Background

State of the art Research Infrastructures provide the various scientific communities with
unique possibilities to extend the frontiers of knowledge and ensure Europe’s leading role
in international science. The sustainability of these research infrastructures is a key aspect
to keep Europe’s researchers on the forefront of science on world level. The European
Commission identified in its call for action on sustainable European RIs! the attraction and
the training of future users of research infrastructures as one of the most important factors
of sustainability of research infrastructures.

In this framework CERIC-ERIC developed a strategy for outreach activities in order to
expand its user base. In addition to the established outreach activities, e.g. on regional,
national and international workshops for scientists, CERIC would implement outposts in a
region of interest. These outposts involve a local scientific institution or university that is
familiar with CERIC-ERIC, its offer and procedures and is willing to support the outreach
activities of CERIC. In exchange, CERIC shall provide specific training to the research
personnel of the institution, in particular to young researchers. The rationale behind these
outposts is that, especially in countries outside the European Union, it is often difficult to
identify the target communities and to find the right communication channels. The local
institution, through its local partnerships and collaborations is in an excellent position to
reach the target, that is the community of potential new users.

The Ukraine is a priority partner within the Eastern Partnership (EaP), a specific initiative
of the EU Neighborhood Policy? and, since September 2017 officially associated country of
the H2020 framework program. Furthermore Ukraine has, naturally strong scientific and
economic ties to other post-soviet countries from EaP e.g. Belarus, Georgia and Moldova.
With 5 successful proposals in 7 semesters of CERIC operation, the Uzhhorod National
University in particular the department of solid state electronics under the leadership of
Prof. Vasyl Rizak, has a lot of experience with the CERIC open access program. Moreover
the Uzhhorod National University looks back onto a long and successful scientific
collaboration with the Czech Partner Facility of CERIC, the Surface Physics Laboratory at
the Charles University in Prague. For this reason the Uzhhorod National University was
included in the ACCELERATE project as first CERIC regional outpost.

2. Establishment of the outpost

The establishment of the outpost in Ukraine was planned in two parts. The first step
consisted in getting the personnel of the Department of Solid State Electronics acquainted
with the structure and operations of CERIC-ERIC. The second part was dedicated to the
scientific training of the Uzhhorod personnel. It included an in-depth explanation of the

! Buropean Commissions- Sustainable European RlIs: A call for Action:
https://ec.europa.eu/research/infrastructures/pdf/ri_policy swd-infrastructures 2017.pdf

2 European Commission - Report on the implementation of the European Neighbourhood Policy Review 2017:
https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/2_en_act partl v9 3.pdf

D 4.4 Outpost Report



\ Y 4
S

ALLELEKAITE

scientific techniques offered by CERIC. The both trainings combined provided the
personnel of the Uzhhorod National University with the knowledge necessary to present
CERIC-ERIC and its offer to the scientific communities of the countries along the eastern
Border of Europe.

2.1 Training in open access, project management and
industrial liaison

The part of the training that included open access, European funding and industrial
liaison took place on March 14, 2017 in Uzhhorod. Matthias Girod Policy officer of
CERIC-ERIC and Daniel Mazur, Industrial Liaison/Project Officer of the Charles University
of Prague prepared a seminar for the researchers of the Uzhhorod University. Dr. Girod
gave a general overview about CERIC, the open access procedure and an introduction to
the H2020 framework, while Dr. Mazur gave an introduction about industrial liaison and
technology transfer.

Matthias Girod (left) and Prof. Vasyl Rizak (right) during the training at the Uzhhorod National University in
Ukraine
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